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Mothering Sunday 

A Service of the Word 



 

The Gathering 

Greeting 

Praise God who loves us. 

Praise God who cares. 

We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have loved and laughed 

and laboured as they cared for their children. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have wept in sorrow and 

joy for their children. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in 

her love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 Confession 

Let us call to mind our sin, our failure to value the love of others and 

our failure to love as Christ has loved us. 

Silence 

Your love gives us life from the moment of conception. 

We fail to live as your children. 

Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

You call us to do good. We seek our own good. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

You hear us when we cry for help. We ignore the cries of others. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse you from your sins, 

and restore you in his image 
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to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

The Collect 

Reading(s) 

After each reading this response may be used 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel reading 

Sermon 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Prayers 

As children of a loving God who always listens to our cries, 

let us pray to our Father in heaven. 

After each section this response may be used 
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God of love, 

hear our prayer. 

Loving God, you have given us the right to be called children of God. 

Help us to show your love in our homes that they may be places of 

love, security and truth. 

Loving God, Jesus, your Son, was born into the family of Mary and Jo-

seph; bless all parents and all who care for children; strengthen those 

families living under stress and may your love be known where no hu-

man love is found. 

Loving God, we thank you for the family of the Church. We pray that 

all may find in her their true home; that the lonely, the marginalized, the 

rejected may be welcomed and loved in the name of Jesus. 

Loving God, as we see the brokenness of our world we pray for healing 

among the nations; for food where there is hunger; for freedom where 

there is oppression; for joy where there is pain; that your love may 

bring peace to all your children. 

 The Lord's Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, we boldly pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Loving God, accept the cries of our heart as we offer you prayers; 

through them transform us and all creation until you are in all and 

through all. 

We ask these and all our prayers in the name of Jesus.  

Amen.   

The Peace 

Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, 

'As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.' 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

 

 

Prayer for Mothers and Distribution of Flowers 

Praise God who loves us. 

Praise God who cares. 

Children may lead the following responsory 

For the care of mothers; 

Thanks be to God. 

For their patience when tested; 

Thanks be to God. 

For their love when tired; 

Thanks be to God. 

For their hope when despairing; 

Thanks be to God. 

For their service without limit; 

Thanks be to God. 

4 



 

Thank you God for the love of our mothers 

  and for those who are like mothers to us: 

thank you God for their care and concern; 

thank you God for the joys they have shared with us; 

thank you God for the pains they have borne for us; 

thank you God for all that they give us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Sending Out 

Blessing 

May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless us: 

may God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless us: 

may God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless us. 

May almighty God bless us, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

New Patterns for Worship material from which is included in this service is 

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council (2008) 
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